


From: Helton, Michael D (Mike) COL USARMY CENWP (USA) <Michael.D.Helton@usace.army.mil>  

Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 7:29 AM 

To: Terada, Calvin <Terada.Calvin@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: [URL Verdict: Neutral][Non-DoD Source] FW: Lack of Public Notice in Advance of Bradford Island, 

Columbia River Superfund Public Meeting Kickoff

 

Calvin,

 

Good morning. Thanks for the note. My intent for my folks is no different than what I expressed to you. I owe you a 

call after I have a few internal discussions.

 

Respectfully,

Mike

 

 

 

Sent with BlackBerry Work 

(www.blackberry.com)

 

From: Terada, Calvin <Terada.Calvin@epa.gov>

Date: Tuesday, May 10, 2022, 10:27 PM

To: Helton, Michael D (Mike) COL USARMY CENWP (USA) <Michael.D.Helton@usace.army.mil>

Cc: Wells, Elizabeth R CIV USARMY CENWP (USA) <Elizabeth.R.Wells@usace.army.mil>, Lynch, Kira <lynch.kira@epa.gov>

Subject: [URL Verdict: Neutral][Non-DoD Source] FW: Lack of Public Notice in Advance of Bradford Island, Columbia River 

Superfund Public Meeting Kickoff

 

COL Helton,

 

I hope that this message finds you and your family well. It is hard to believe that a month has already passed since 

we met and conducted our consultation with the Yakama Nation. With only a month passing, I would not normally 

reach out so quickly to check-in on our plan to meet, but when I received the below message, I thought it was 

important for me connect with you.

 

I received the below message thread from Julie Wroble who you may remember from Toppenish, but she is my 

first-line supervisor that has Bradford Island in her site portfolio. Perhaps there is misunderstanding or 

miscommunication, but I thought we were going to get our teams together to launch forward in a well-coordinated 

manner. Unfortunately, the below comments and sentiment seems to already place us at a point of a rough start. 

Given that one of our management objectives should include building trust and confidence with our states, tribes, 

and the general public related to our collective project management, I am wondering if the below comments gives 

us a good reason to pause activities until we can gather as a team? It seems like our first priority is get our teams 

together as soon as possible and so that we can layout a full set of next steps, which should include developing a 

robust and well vetted community engagement plan.

 

If we can get our unified team starting strong in a positive direction with solid support from our external partners, I 

believe we can create the momentum to carry us successfully forward.

 

v/r,

 

Calvin

_________________________________________

Calvin J. Terada, Director

Superfund and Emergency Management Division

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – Region 10

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, 12-D12-1





COLUMBIA RIVER | Honor. Protect. Restore.  

Yakama Nation Fisheries

PO Box 151

Toppenish, WA 98948 

509-865-5121 x6365 

rose@yakamafish-nsn.gov

 

 

 

On May 10, 2022, at 3:44 PM, Lauren Goldberg <lauren@columbiariverkeeper.org> wrote:

 

Laura and John:

 

Nice to meet you. I spoke at length with Helen Bottcher (cc'd) yesterday morning. Columbia 

Riverkeeper has expressed our frustration and disappointment in the Corps' approach to kicking off 

public engagement and outreach on the new Bradford Island Superfund Site, which includes 

surrounding waters of the Columbia River. Simply put, it is unacceptable. One-week notice via a press 

release (shared today with an interested party list), with no prior outreach to public interest 

nonprofits, to engage any community, let alone multiple diverse, geographically broad communities 

impacted by the Corps' actions and management of the cleanup site, is untenable. Our organization 

requested that the kickoff meeting be rescheduled to allow for the necessary public outreach to 

engage impacted anglers and community members.

 

We understand that the Corps will proceed with the meeting.

 

In so doing, the Corps provides an apt case study for styming public engagement and ignoring the 

principles of environmental justice in federal decisionmaking. We will leave our remarks at that for 

now and look forward to many years of working with EPA, Tribal Nations, the states of Washington 

and Oregon, and the public in holding the Corps accountable for cleaning up Bradford Island and a 

river treasured by many.

 

Respectfully,

 

Lauren

 

cc: Yakama Nation Fisheries

  Senator Merkley's Office

  Congressman Blumenauer's Office

  Governor Brown's Office

  Governor Inslee's Office

  Wash. Dept. of Ecology

  Oregon Dept. of Environmental Quality

 
Lauren Goldberg (she/her) | Legal & Program Director | Columbia Riverkeeper | PO Box 950 Hood River, OR 

97031 | 541.965.0985 direct; 541.387.3030 office

Spring into Action Newsletter—Read it Now

Join Columbia Riverkeeper’s team as we spring into action to keep up the tremendous, 

humbling work of collectively fighting for what we love: clean water, our climate, and our 

communities.

 

On Tue, May 10, 2022 at 9:26 AM Knudsen, Laura <Knudsen.Laura@epa.gov> wrote:

Please share with your networks! You are receiving this email 








